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Videos by Benjamin Clock for Macaulay Library



Biological Specimens

The Macaulay audio/video collection 

has over 6M digital specimens*

Musician Wren

(Cyphorhinus arada)

ML  Audio #29734  

Recorded by Ted Parker 

August 1982

Madre de Dios, Peru

Photo: Conservation International, Haroldo Castro

*About 300K audio recordings
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The Specimen Pipeline

Art Lover

Thannhauser

Collection

Solomon R. 

Guggenheim 

Museum

CultureTrip.com

Pablo Picasso

Three Bathers (Trois baigneuse )

Critically important to attribute the artist and collection
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Giving Attribution to Middle-Man



Giving Attribution to Middle-Man

Lab Group Statistics

Media Contributed:  234

Used in:  55 publications

Data h-index:  25.2 

Webster Lab, Cornell



Summary: Working With Birders

1. Give birders the tools they want to do their own thing

2. Use attributions to incentivize

3. Work with regional “collections” (portals) to organize 

and motivate the community
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Macaulay Library Publications

Search Terms:
Lab of Ornithology
Library of Natural Sounds
Cornell Lab
Macaulay
Macauley
McCauley
Macolly
Mack Holly
Etc.



Challenges for Researchers

1. Learning curve

2. The next paper/proposal 

(or class or report or 

permit application or…)

3. No benefit

Common Potoo (ML #59964, Paul Schwartz)



Carrots vs Sticks
Getting the community to contribute will fail if:

1. It is too onerous

2. Researchers don’t benefit

3. It doesn’t help researchers do what they want/need to 

do anyway

Will succeed if: we can provide easy-to-use tools that allow 

researchers to do their own research better
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Thanks!



Why Important?

1. Transparency/Repeatability

2. Feedback to contributors

3. Gather usage information

4. Promote brand

5. Etc.

Common Potoo (ML #59964, Paul Schwartz)
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