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Biological Specimens
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Magnificent Riflebird Bird Collection at NMNH

Specimens at the Netherlands (Smithsonian Inst)
Centre for Biodiversity Naturalis




Biological Specimens

Magnificent Riflebird  videos by Benjamin Clock for Macaulay Library

Specimens at the Netherlands
Centre for Biodiversity Naturalis



Biological Specimens
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The Macaulay audio/video collection
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Musician Wren
(Cyphorhinus arada)

ML Audio #29734
Recorded by Ted Parker
August 1982

Madre de Dios, Peru

*About 300K audio recordings



The Specimen Pipeline
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The Specimen Pipeline
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The Specimen Pipeline

Thannhauser

Collection
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Solomon R.
Guggenheim
Museum

Three Bathers (Trois baigneuse )

Art Lover
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Pablo Picasso

Critically important to attribute the artist and collection
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Giving Attribution to Contributors
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Ladder-backed Woodpecker
Picoides scalaris © Kathleen Dvorak
e A o 1 rating 10 Feb 2018

m Report... Choke Canyon SP--Calliham Unit
(MchMullen Co.)(CTC 082), McMullen,
Texas, United States

Nilgiri Flycatcher
Eumyias albicaudatus @ Sreehari K Mohan
W e o 1 rating 5 May 2017

M Report... Eravikulam NP--Eravikulam Hut, |dukki,
Kerala, India




Giving Attribution to Contributors

Q Search TheCornellLab § of Ornithology
All About Birds

Two Tips For Telling A Bird’s Age By Its Molt Patterns

June 8, 2017

$lvpleco

From the Summer 2017 issue of Living

Bird magazine. Subscribe now

Late summer is the time when
ragged, disheveled-looking birds
start showing up at feeders. Gone is
the sleek, clean look of spring. Some
birds may even be missing feathers,
as if they’ve come out the other end
of a bar fight.

These birds aren’t sick—they’re
molting. Feathers are the defining

characteristic for birds, and critically



Giving Attribution to Contributors
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Ramit Singal
India

Regional Reviewer for 6 Regions
Hotspot Editor for India

eBirder since 15 Feb 2013
Oldest checklist: 1 Oc 00
Oldest media: 10 Oct 2009

| have a keen interest in several
aspects of natural history but | am
especially fond of birds and frogs.




Giving Attribution to Contributors

Latest Photas iweHid) e VisiA 9  Latest Checklists (World)
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Species TN
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Species Delhi, India

Asian Koel Black-hooded Oriole Rufous Treepie
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Giving Attribution to Contributors
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Pedro Nicolau
Portugal

Regional Reviewer for Setubal, PT
eBirder since 2 Feb 2013

Oldest checklist: 9 Jun 2007

Oldest media: 16 Aug 2009

e https://www.flickrcom/photos/pni.

Started birding in 2007. Currently a
Master's student in Biostatistics.




Giving Attribution to Middle-Man
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Species observed Complete checklists
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Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher Ficedula strophiata @© lan Davies Macaulay Library  eBird

4

&
spea

PortugalAves is a collaborative project managed by

the Sociedade Portuguesa para o Estudo das Aves.

eBird TheCornelllab Y




Giving Attribution to Middle-Man

Webster Lab, Cornell

Media Contributed: 234
Used in: 55 publications
Data h-index: 25.2

eBird TheCornelllab Y




Summary: Working With Birders

1. Give birders the tools they want to do their own thing
2. Use attributions to incentivize
3. Work with regional “collections” (portals) to organize

and motivate the community



The Specimen Pipeline
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Macaulay Library Publications

Search Terms:
| Lab of Ornithology
| Library of Natural Sounds
Cornell Lab
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Challenges for Researchers

1. Learning curve

2. The next paper/proposal
(or class or report or
permit application or...)

3. No benefit

Common Potoo (ML #59964, Paul Schwartz)



Carrots vs Sticks
Getting the community to contribute will fall if:

1. It Is too onerous
2. Researchers don’t benefit
3. It doesn’t help researchers do what they want/need to

do anyway

Will succeed if: we can provide easy-to-use tools that allow
researchers to do their own research better
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Carrots vs Sticks
Getting the community to contribute will fall if:

1. It Is too onerous
2. Researchers don’t benefit

3. It doesn’t help researchers do what they want/need to

\

Will succeed if: we can provide that allow
researchers to do their own research better

do anyway
Sociology



Thanks!
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Why Important?

1. Transparency/Repeatability
2. Feedback to contributors

3. Gather usage information
4. Promote brand

2. Etc.

Common Potoo (ML #59964, Paul Schwartz)



The Specimen Pipeline

Collector or Collection Archive Data User
Creator Aggregator (Researcher)
Ramit Singal : eBird E Macaulay VertNet or User

India Library IDigBio (Researcher)



Giving Attribution to Contributors

Mike Webster (Mike Webster) « Sign Out Language w

Macaulay Library  search Contribute Use About

Region: World  change Region & PuBLIC [ Edit Profile
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Species observed ’ plete Checkli

eBirder since 5 Feb 2011
Oldest checklist: 12
Oldest media: 16 Mc

@ htt] arnell.edu/neur..

| am Director of the Macaulay Library
at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, and
also a professor in the Department of
Meurobiology and Behavior on Cornell
Campus. | study bird communication
and behavior, focusing primarily on
Australian Fairy-wrens and North ...




Giving Attribution to Contributors

Latest Photos (World) Latest Checklists (World)
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Giving Attribution to Contributors
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Parakeet Auklet Aethia psittacula © Nigel Voaden Macaulay Library eBird

RECENT NEWS

A new face for eBird: redesigned homepage

Team eRir nii
y leam ebird anu

As you read these words, you will probably be noticing that everything on
the eBird homepage looks shiny and new! We're delighted to share our

new redesigned home for eBird.

Read more




